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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2
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To be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities® where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 2025/26

-

1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or

less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

« does not maeat the qualifying critena for exemption; or

x does not wish to certify itself as exampt

Smaller authorities where the higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not exceed
£25.000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Cerificate of Exemption are able to declare
themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Retumn to the
external auditor for a limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 3 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor aither by email or by
post (not beth) no later than 30 Junae 2026 Failure to do so will result in reminder letter(s) for which the
Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each latter; and

b} The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of;

¢) Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.

d) Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the authority.

e) Section 2 - Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority. NOTE:

Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual Governance
and Accountability Return to the external auditor.

The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2 Accounting
Statements and both must be approved and publishad on the autharity website/webpage before 1 July 2026

Publication Requirements

Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities, These Inr.ruda

Certificate of Exemption, page 3

Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26, page 4

Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26, page 5

Section 2 = Accounting Statements 2025/26, page 6

Analysis of variances

Bank reconciliation

Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and cther information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

Limited Assurance Review

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If so, the authority should not certify itself
as exempt or complete the Certificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR
2025/26 and return it to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by
the external auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be £210 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itself as exempt, and completes and publishes the documents listed
under '‘Publication Requirements’, thare is no requirement for the authority to have a review.

Tha Annual Govemnance and Accountatidity Return constiiutes the annual retum refemed to in the Accounts and Audit Rogulations 2015,
Throughout, tha words ‘exemal auditor’ have ihe same meaning as ihe words “local aiditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

"fiow 8 compiate Nt of bacies thal muy be smaller suthorties refer o schadule 2 fo the Local Auwdit and Acebuntabilily Act 20714
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26, Sections 1 and 2 Y

An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt from the requiremant for a limited assurance review must dy
sa al a meeting of the authority after 31 March 20286, It should not submit its Annual Governance and '

; . \
Accountability Return to the external auditor, However, as part of a more proportionate regime, the authority |

must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities.

The Cerificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder
letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT for each letter.

The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and the
Ceriificate of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Praclitioners” Gulde® which is updated from
time to ime and contains everything needed lo prapara successfully for the financial year-end.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual

Governance Statament and the accounis,

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved bafore the Accounting Statements (Section
2} and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

The Responsible Financial Officar (RFQ) must certify the accounts (Seciion 2) before they are presented

to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounis.

The RFO is required to commence the public rights peried which must be a single period of 30 working days
for inspection (this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must incliede the first 10 working days of
July.

Make sure thal the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness at the meating at which it is signed off.

You must Inferm your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telaphone numbers.

The authority must publish numerical and narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting
stalements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Praclitioners’ Guide® which may assist

Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
{Bax 7 of 2025) aquals the balance brought forward in the curment year (Box 1 of 2026)

The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authorty, must set the commencement date for the
exarcisa of public rights for a single period of 30 working days for inspection ( this excludes weekands and
public Holidays) which must include the first ten working days of July.

The authority must publish, on the authority website/wabpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, Including the peried for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the extemal auditor before 1 July 2026

All sections Have all highlighied boxes been completed?

Havis the dates sel for the period for the exercise of public rghis been published? L
Intermal Audit Report | Have all highlightsd boxes been completad by the internal suditor and explanations provided 7). &
Section 1 Forany statemantta which the response is na, is an explanation available for publication | [/
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements befare V,r

presentation to the authorty for approval’?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements bean confirmed

by the signature of the Chair of the approval meating? Ir'/.

Has an axplanation of significant variations been pubiished wherns requined?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87

Is an explanation of any difference batween Box 7 and Box & available, should n'/"‘f
a quastion be raised by a local elector andfor an interested party?

=

Sactons 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures bean made if the authority as a body corporate is E'M.ﬂ p_/’

gole managing rustee? (Local Councils only)

‘Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioniéts’ Guide to Proper Practices,

can ba downloaded from www.nale.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk.
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ificate of Exemption - AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

4 be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or grass
sxpenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of

r;" the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

| There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and

¢ Accountability Return to the extemal auditor, provided that the authority has certified iself as exempt at a
meating of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a compieted Certificate of Exemption is submitted no

fater than 30 June 2026 notifying the extemal auditor.

FooLe Frevns PALI SH  Codrcie

certifias that during the financial year 202526, the higher of the authaority's total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed E25,000

-

Total annual gross incoma Tor the authority 2025/26: a "_:;;;1 (:3" a E
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025260 22 B Q0 -4 &

Thare are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot cartify itsalf as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Retum
Form 3 to the external auditor to undartake a limited assurance review for which a fea of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

+ The authority was In existence on 13t Apnl 2022
« |n relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
+ jzsued a public interast report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
« made a statutory recommendation 1o the authority, relating to the authority or any entity mnnactfq:l with it
 issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1{1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountablity Act
2014 ("the Act™), and has not withdrawn the notice
« commenced judicial review proCeedings under section 31{1) of the Act
» made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawiul, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
+ The court has not declared an item of account uniawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor Incurred gross expenditura,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not bath).

Tha Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Siatement, Accounting Siatements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 {2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights stil need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certlficate, published on the authority websilefwebpage® before 1 July 2026,
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | confirm that this Ca::rr;t:ta of
E
Shu K A~ % P Rompasrmibes i T 10 )
Sigmed by Chair Ciate as recorded in minute referanca:
e L8N 5 45 2e-S-2¢ ol 5
Generic emall address of Authority Talaphone number
Gooles A atels [OiSLCnte L Guaad-COm OIS OG22 6

*Fublished wab address

Wivind - gl e 17 2lcty Pos isLeeuncit - Co U &

OMNLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 \
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During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a seleclive assessment of compliance with the relevant
pracedures and controls in eperation and obtained appropriate avidence from the authority.

The intemal audit for 2025/26 has been camed out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned
caverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal ayudit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out befow are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respacts, the control objectives wern being achieved throughout the financial yaar
lo a standard adequate to mest the needs of this authority,

C. This authority assessad the sipficant risks i achleving its objectives and reviewsd the adequacy
of arrangements to manage thesa,

D. The precept or rates requirerment resiilted from an adequite budgetary PrOCESS] progress against
the budget was regulary monitored; and resenes wins Eppropriate,

E. Expected incoma was fully recéived, based on corract prices, propedy récorded and promgpdly
banked; and VAT was appropnately sccounted for,

44
i
F. Cash payments were properly supporied by receipts, all cash sxpenditure was approved l/'
v
M
2

and VAT Bppropriately accounted for,

&, Salaries to empdovess and allowances i Mambers were paid In accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and invesimants regisiars were complate and accurais #nd propery maintained,

axampiion crileria and comectly declared itself exempl. [if the authority had a limited sssurance
review of its 202425 AGAR tek "nat foversd)

L. The authority published the required Information on g wabsil'webpage up to date ai ihe tima of

the internal audit in accordance with thes ralevant legisialion.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR (ha authority cormectly providad for a periad for the axercise of
public rights a8 required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 202528 AGAR period,
wirs public dghts in retation to the 2024-25 AGAR svidenced by & notice on the website andior
Butharily approvad minutes canfirming ihe dales sai), /L

K. If the authority cartified ilsell as exempt from a Emited assurance review in 2024/25, il met the /

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024725 AGAR

(5ea AGAR Pﬂe 1 Guidance Motes),

0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and | I.f"'"".r

data compliance.
P. {For local councils only)
Trus! funds linchuding chadtabla) - The council med its responsibilities as @ frusies.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheats ¥

neaded). Datels) internal audit undertaken MName of parson who carred ol the inbermal mudi
22— S35 B E Wa el

5 of who o i,

::.-a?-rfi‘:dmurﬁl the Intemat Budi . Y Wil wer Daits &3les |-?Cp
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«ction 1 = Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

ve acknowledge as the members of.

GooleE Fetps PpEAISH CoOZWnNC i,

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1, W have pul in place amangesents for eflective financial
managamant during ihe year, and for the preparation al
e accoounding Slabamants.

2. We mesntained an adegusie systam of internal cantrol

nchuding measures desgnad ko prevent and dedect frawd
ard corruption gnd nevigwed its effectivensss

preperad i accounting Stalemants in SCeommancs
willy ive Acoounts and Auai Maguahons

ade propar sngeTents and soeapied mspanstiily
fior sefoguavding the public monay and Msourcas in

s chame.

fras ool done whad if has the legal power o do &l has
compled with Proper Practices in doirmg &0

3. Wia have assuned ourselves that here ans ho mailen
of actual ar patenlial non-compliance with i,
rogulations and Proper Praclices Bhal could have a
significant financial eMect an the abiity of this
authiority o conduct B8 businoss ar manags is
fnances.

4. W provided propar copariunily during the yaar for
the exersen of alectors’ rights in scoordancn with tho
requiremants of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

£ Ve caried o an exeassment of the risks [aong fhis
autharity and fook approprals $16ps o manage hoss
rigics, including iha intreduction of inlemal contrels andior
ancirrunl insurance cover whrs maqured.

8. Wa maanlaéned throughoul B year an adequate and
affective systom of intamal aud? of the accownling
necords and conirol Syslems.

T. We took appropriabs action on all matiers raised
in regors o mlemal End axbsmnal Sudi.

8, Wa consldensd whather any liligadion, labdities of
commitments, Ewants of ransacions, ooculting sither

duning fha year gave ail parsans nfeesled e appodually bo
inspocl and Bk guestions abouf this sulhonty's accounts.

consideved and documenied the Snancal g othar risks A
facas and dealt with hem propedy

aranged for @ compelent parson, indepondent.al the fnana
contrmls and procadunes, o g an olysclive wew an mhiimers
intevmal controds meel the nedds of this smaier authonily

ragpanded o maiters broughl o #8 atienbon by afemal wnd
watmrria @il

[~ disciosnd averything @ showld Fave abouf fs busnass acivily
puring the yoar including @vents taking place affer the year

BRI IIEER

during or afiar tha year-end, hava & financial impacl on endl If relevant.
this puthority and, whass sponopniaie, have induded tham
in tha scoounting stalemants.

0. (For iacal courcils only) Tres! funds including has mal 8 of s responminiilios wihars 85 & body
ehasitabie. Inour capacily &8 The sois managing rusies corporale § is a sale managing irvstes of a local frrst
w discharped dwr sccountabllity responsbdities fof ine frusis.

s assels, inchuding Bnancial reporting and, i
paguined, independent Examinaton or audil

10, We have put in place arangements for fhe abiactive IT = hes made sutable amangements farits IT and dats
and data management in Acoordance wen proper \// management and has comalied with SrO0e BRcices
prachces duififs] thé VST undar meview. JEing S

Yo iy Baterrant 10 wiich Tel nekDOneE B O, B0 sxpEnaion meae be
praliahed

. Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting whare
This Annual Govermnance Statement was approved at a approval was giver:
gihven:
mesting of the autharity on:

Lo S-o6 crar ¥ Aot

and recorded as minute reférenca:

it Clerk Qsa/ﬂ-f— AL

Information required by the Transparency Code (mof part of the Annual Gowvernance Statement)

The authority website is up 1o date and the information required by the Transparency Coda has been published.

Vs tad - 3&:0(.3.-‘? clots PO 154 codunc L. C.f:n-uém
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Gooe Actus LPALISH CSuSCile

1. Balances brought

RIS Jhprenes |

Totel balances and resevves ol the baginming of the year

foreaard as recorced in the fnancial ecords, Valde must aores
::_;2 -3- 2 '—':"‘-L[‘ | | o Box 7 of prewious year,
1E+} Procept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rafes and levies)
aviEs

.D-—E UG racaned ar recalvabie in the year. Exclude any grants

mceived.

3. (+] Total other receipls

Terlal ineome oF recaipls as recordad in the cashbook less
the precepl or ralesdevias rceived (Ing 2), [nckade any
granis recaived.

| 4. (-) Sta costs

I l+ ﬂ'ﬂi employers N conlibulions, employers peRsion

Total expandiure or paymenis made fo snd an behalf
of ail employees. Include gross salaries nd Wages,

corlribuiions, graluffies and severance peyTHents

5 {=) Loan interest'capital
My ITHENtS

Toral expenditure o payments of capitsl and inlerss!
made during the year on the authonly’s bomowings (i any)

6. (=) All other payrmants

14 CO

Tedal expanditvra oF paymends 85 recordad in the cash-
book lsss slalf costs (ine 4) and kban interesticapital
repaynants (fina 5).

T. (=) Balances camiad

forwand gx{_' * F

Siz8 ‘

Tolal balancas and reserves al the end of the yasr.
ot enlal (1+2+3) - (44548,

&, Total valua of cash and
shard larm imvestmeants

SIZ8

The sum of aif currant and deposit bank aceodnts, eash
hokdings and shod herm investments bedd ag at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

8. Total fixed assats plus
long term Investmants
and assels

The vaive of s the proparty the swlhonty cwng — I s made
up of aif Bs fxed assels and long ferm imestments as at
31 March,

10, Todal borrowings

The sulsianding capitad balance as af 31 March of aif loans
from vl parfies fincluding FWLE).

For Local Councils Only

11. Do the figures in the accounting '
statomenls above axclude any Trus|
ra nas g

For guidance refar lo the Practiioners’ Guide sections 2.31 fo 2.33.

I cartify that for the yaar ended 31 Masch 2028 the
Accounting Statements in this Anneal Governance and
Accountability Refurn have been prepared on elther o
receipts and payments or income and expenditure basis
following the guidance in Governance and Accountability for
Smaller Authorilios — a Practitioners’ Guide to Propaer
Practices and present faldy the financial posdion of this
Authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before baing
prasanted to the authority for appreval,

Date

| confirm thal these Accounting Sialements weare
approved by this authority on this data:

S -6

as recorded in minule referance:

= L

Signed by Chalr of the meeting whene tha
Accounting Statements wene approved

Y. Mokouey
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