Y _armual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 2
GO E AlEGns PALIS UG

To be completed only by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other smaller
authorities® where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to CERTIFY themselves as EXEMPT from
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2023/24 -

1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25 000
or less must, after the end of each financial year, complete Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices, unless the authority:

= does not meet the qualifying criterfa for exemption; or
x do@s not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Smaller authorities where tha higher of all gross annual income or gross annual expenditure does not
exceed £25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to declare themselves exempt from sending the completed Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn to the external auditor for & limited assurance review provided the authority completes:

a) The Certificate of Exemption, page 2 and returns a copy of it to the external auditor either by email
or by post (not both) no later than 30 June 2024. Failure to do so will result in reminder lettan(s) for
which the Authority will be charged £40 +VAT for each letter: and

b) The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (Form 2) which is made up of:

c) Annual Internal Audit Report (page 4) must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.

d) Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement (page 5) must be completed and approved by the
authority.

2] Section 2 — Accounting Statements (page 6) must be completed and approved by thg authority.
NOTE: Authorities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor. Y

3. The authority must approve Section 1 Annual Governance Statement before approving Section 2
Accounting Statements and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2024,

Publication Requirements

Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available websile as required by the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and the
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities. These include:

Certificate of Exemption, page 3

Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24, page 4

Section 1 -~ Annual Governance Statement 2023/24, page 5

Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24, page 6

Analysis of variances

Bank reconciliation

MNotice of the period for the exercise of public rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Aceounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Limited Assurance Review

Any smaller authority may request a limited assurance review. If g0, the autharity should not certify itself
as exempt or complete the Cerificate of Exemption. Instead it should complete Form 3 of the AGAR
2023/24 and return il to the external auditor together with the supporting documentation requested by the
external auditor. The cost to the authority for the review will be £210 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies itsalf as exempt, and compiletes and publishas the documenis listed
under ‘Publication Requirements’, there is no requirement for the authority to have a review.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023/24, Sections 1 and 2

« An autharity that wishes to declare iself exempt from the requirement for a limited assurance review must
s0 at a meeting of the authority after 31 March 2024. It should not submit its Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as parl of a8 more proportionate regime, the authority
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities;

« The Certificate of Exemplion must be returned lo the external auditor no [ater than 30 June 2024. Reminder
letters will incur @ charge of £40 +VAT for each letter.

« The authorty must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR and tha
Cerlificale of Exemption. Proper Practices are found in the Practifioners’ Guide* which is updated from
time to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end.

+ The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts,

» The Annual Governance Statemant (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or before the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references

» The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented
to the authaority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

» The RFOQ is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the
AGAR appraval,

* Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is propery signed and dated. An
amendments must be approved by the authorty and properly initialled.

* Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for complateness at the meeting at which it is signed of

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

* The authonty must publish numerical and narrative axplanations for significant variances in the accounting
statements on page 6. Guidance is provided in the Practitioners’ Guide® which may assist,

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2023) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2024).

» The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencament date for th
exercise of public rights of 30 consecutive working days which must include the first ten working days of July.

* The autherity must publish, on the authority website/webpage, the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2024,

Completion checklist - ‘M

All sections Have all highlighted boxes besn complated?

Have the dates sel for the perod for the exercise of public rights been publishad?
Intermal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the intemal audilor and explanations provided 7|
Section 1 For any statement towhich the responsa s 'na’, is an explanation available for publication?

Sectlion 2 Has the Respongible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
prasaniation to the authority for approval?

Has the autharity's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signatura of the Chair of the approval meatling?

Has an explanation of significant varialions been published where required?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2024 been raconciled to Box 87

Is &n explanation of any diference batwean Box 7 and Box B available, should
8 question be raized by & local elactor andfor an interasted party?

Seclions 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disciogures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
sode managing trustee? (Local Councils anly)

MR SVANARN

[
-

-

“Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guide fo Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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ficate of Exemption — AGAR 2023/24 Form 2

/be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
/Ad not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2024, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or ig submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the extemnal auditor, provided that the authaority has cenified itself as exempi al a meeling of the
authority after 31 March 2024 and 2 completed Cerificate of Exemnption iz submitied na later thar 30 June 2024
netifying the extemal auditor.

Ceeasy = A os (A2 sin s e

certifies that during the financial year 2023/24 the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year
or total gross annual expanditure, for the year did not exceed £25 000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2023/24: A S22 622
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2023/24: Sl3iy-a 0

* The authority was in existence on 1st April 2020
* In refation to the preceding financial year (2022/23), the external auditor has not:
* issued a public interest repor in respact of the authority or any entity connected with it o
* made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with |t
* Issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule & to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 {"the Act™), and has not withdrawn the notica
* commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31 (1) of the Act
" made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an ftem of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused fo make the declaration
. ﬂi&munhasnﬂdadamumitamdmlmhmaﬂaapﬂsmmadean appaal under section 28(3) of the Act

exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitied 1o the external auditar
efther by email or by post (not bath).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Govemnance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bani reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2}, Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 Including the period for the axercise of public rights still nesd to be fully compieted and
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority wabsite/webpage” before 1 July 2024,
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements,

Signed by the Responsitia Financial Officer  Data | confirm that this Cenificate of
Sws Aot ks g LoD Y
Signed by Chair Dhate as récorded in minute reference:
= -»u%; \3-% 24 3 A
Genaric email addrass of Authority Telaphone number
MAlSLlond fFoumn w Loennay . COnA QIYOS 1664 S
“Published wab address

Lt -ﬁﬂﬂuﬁitujpﬂ_I.j{_ CCiomed L I.'"__f:,'t..]z;_‘

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as Possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than
30 June 2024. Reminder letters for late submissian will incur a charge of £40 + VAT,
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24
Goioue Ficuas PAZISH Cou~iCiie

Usbuld - goolz Aoty po,naLwc.L -y e

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessmant of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. r

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and plannad
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Sel out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on
whether, in all significant respects, the conirol objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year 1o a
standard adequate o mest the needs of this authorty.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriale accounting records have been property kept throwghout the financisd year.

B. This authorily comglied with s financial requlationa, payments were supported by invoices, all
expanditure wag approved and VAT was appropriately scoounted for.

C. This authority assessed the signiicant isks o achiaving ks objectives and reviewod the adeguacy
of arrangements to manage thesa.

B. The precept or rates requiramant resulied from an adequate budgetary process, progress against
the budgel was regulary monitoned; and resenses were appropriahe,

E. Expectid income was fully received, based on comect prices, propery recorded and promplly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accouned for.

F. Petly cash payments wese properly supporied by recelpts, all pelty cash expenditure was
appraved and VAT appropriatedy acoouented for,

G. Salaries to employess and allowances 1o mambers wene paid in accordance with this aulhority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requiremants wane properly applied,

H. Assel and investments registers were complete and accurale and properly maintained.

Periodic bank account reconciliations wars properdy carriad oul during the year,

4. Acoouniing statemants prapaned during he yaar wane prapaned on the comect socounting basis
irecEipls and payments o income and expenditure), Bgreed to the cash book. supportad by an
adequmia audid trail from underiyimng records and where appropriste debiors and crediors wara
propedy recorded,

K. W the authority carfified RseH a5 exempl from a imited assurance revigw in 2022523, A mel the
sxampion criteria and correcily decltamd |tself mxampt, [IF the authory had & fmiled assurance
rnivaw of s 202227 AGAR biek “nol covered”)

L. The authorily published the reguired informaton on & webalte/webpage up 1o dale at tha time of
the inlernal audit in accordance with tha redevant legisiation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authorty comactly provided for a period for the axercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts’ and Awdit Regqulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR pericd,
were public nghts in relation 1o the 2022-23 AGAR evidenoed by & notice on the webaite and'or
authomly approvad minles conlirmang ihe dates sall.

M. The aulhorty hes complied with the publicafion requiremants for 202223 AGAR
(zes AGAR Page 1 Guitlance Nodes),

@, (For lecal councils only)
Truzi funds (Inciuding charitabla) — The cowncil met its responsibiities as a frusies,

For any other risk areas identified by this authonty adequate conbrols axisted (list any ofhar fisk areas on separate sheels if needed).

i

NSRS R PR ARGER

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Mame of person who camied owl the internal audit
1 o] 2024 TUdie WALLER

Signature of person who d

carmied out the internal audit \J"‘-'L"E- I Mo 1. Data 27 h‘.‘t} | Lol

“If the response Is ‘no’ please state the impScations and action baing taken lo address any weakness in conirol identified

(acd separate shesets f neaded).

*“Mote: i the response s 'not covered” pleasa state when the most recent inftamal audit work was done in this anea and when it is
ot planned; of, umummmmm audit raport must explain why not {add separate sheats i needed).
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/ stion 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

#e acknowledge as the members of:

GCOoLE A SLDS PAciIn P B T o

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respact to the Accounting Statements for the year anded 31 March 2024, that:

-

1. We have put in place amangements for effactive Bnancal
masnagement duing the year, and for the praparation of
tha Bccounting sinfemanis.

Z, Wa maintained an sdeguate sysbem of inlemal eantrol A PrOpes BrTanpemonts and sccepted responsibily
Inclisding measures designed to provent and delec) fraud 1// for saifeguanding e perblic money and resources in

propaned 43 socowaling sialamens in accorianges
willy e Accourde and Aol Reguiaticons.

ang cormaplion and reviowed its eflfectweness fx chargs

3. W took all masonabie sleps B assure ourspbves has andy dooe wiiat & Fras he lege power io do and Bas
that here are no matlers of actual or polential compled with Proper Practioes in dolng s0,
non-compland with laws, regulations snd Propar
Praclices tad could have a significan frinncial eMacl /r
en the ability of this auihadity 1o condct s
business or marags ils fnances

4, Wa provided proper cppobunity durineg the year for o guing he yoar gave il persons nisesied the oppoduniy o
the exercias of aleciors” ights in accomdancs wilh the I./ insaect and ask questions abaud fs Buhonly’s Sooounls.
requirements of the Accounds and Audit Riegulations.

& Wa carmied out an assessment of the risks facng this rongigeved and documanled the Snancial and othar fgks i
suthanty and took appropriaie sleps to manage ihase i faces ang deair wilfy them propardy.
riska, nchuding the intreduction of intamal eantols andlar pf#'

exinmal indurance cover whedns reguingd
6. We madnlained Ihmoughoul Bhe year an Bdsdfuiibe and

il

araiged fior & compelonl parson, independent of the fnaicial
eflective system of intemal audit of the accounting conteols and procedunes, fo give an olyective wWow o whather
records and control sysisme. MmN controls moaf the neads of s smaler Suhonty.

7. Wa 1ok appropriate scion on all matters ratsad V/" raspandod Io madtess braugh fo e slisation by ifermal and

1 repos from indermal and axlermal gudit eueTrraal sy,

B. We considered whether any litigation, iinbiites of dischosed everything if showd have abowt s Business aciivity
Commitmients, evants of ransactions, socuing either churiay the ymar including events taking miece affer ihe yoar
guring or afier the year-ard, have a financlal impad o oo i redeisal.
thes suthorily and, whire appropriata, kave incudsd tham
n 0 ScCOUREng slatamants.

L]

8. {Fir local coumtils onhy) Trust funds including has mel o of s responsindiios when a5 & By
chariisble. In our capacity as the sole managing coporals if is @ so managing frusfes of & locad trus!
rissine W d.bmmdm:nnwrﬂaullr; o bruisfs

resporsbditfes for the fund(sVasssts, insciuding
financial réporing and, if required, independant
examinalicon o audif,

“For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Govermnance Statement was approved al g Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the msating wherg
mealing of the autharity on: approval was given:

| 2= 5= 2 \p
and recorded as minule refarence: Chair &'F- %{
e Skt Aokl

Information required by

The authority website/webpage (s up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published,

wwm.ﬂwﬁzuﬂ.ﬂ FOF 15 cOung Us ¢ O L
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Cr OoLE A ELDS PALISH

CobA oL

Total balances and resarves af the

T. (=} Belances camied
forwand

2310 |

| 1. Balances bragught beginning of the year
forward o L= a5 recovoied in he financlal records, Value must agroe fo
Ll.-.g 5.-1 L'Fﬁl L Box T of previous vear,
Z, (+) Precept or Rates and Tolal amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and favies)
Lavies e il i o SO0 | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
FECEEd
3, (#) Total obher receipls Total income or receipls a5 reconded In the cashbook lags
‘_;._ S ;1 the precep! or rateslevias received (line 2). Include any
1-} grants receivd
4. (-} Stafl costs Tolal expanding or paymenis made fo and on bahalr
of all smployees. include gross salares and wages,
1o {;u. 0 | LG ampiayers N coniributions, employers pension
: contibulions, greluities and severance pavments.
5. (-] Loan ireresticapial Total expandilure or payments of capital and inferast
e paEyTTIENS <) {'__J made during the year on the authorlly’s borrowings (if any).
8. (=) All other paymants Total expenditure or payments 83 recordad in the cash-
= . SO0k igss sialf cosis (ne 4) and koan infevesticapital
fl {:’-g J{j 314'__ repayments (ling 5).

Total balances and resorves at the and of the yoar. Must
agual [1+2+43) - [4+5+6)

al

8. Tolal value of cash and
sho lerm investments

L R e 1

The sum of all current amd depdsi bivik accowits, cash
holdings and shorl lerm invesimants held as at 31 March =
To agree with bank reconciliation.

B. Total fired sssels phes
fondg berm Investmenis
and assels

The value of al the propery the sulfionty owns — i iz made
up of oll s Fred azsets and long lerm investmants as af
31 Mareh,

10. Total borrowings

Tt oulstamding capial batance ag af 371 March of all lnans
fram third parties (including PWLA).

For Local Councils Cnly

1a. Disclosura mole re Trust funds
[Imehuding chasitabila)

11b. Disclosure mote re Trust funds
{including chantabla)

The Council, a5 & body corparaie, acts as sole frirsloe and
i% responsible for managing Trus! funds or assels.

The figures in the sccounting sialements abave
SxCide any Trus! fransactions

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Govemnance and Accountability
Refurn have been prepared on elther a receipls and
payments of income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accoumability for Smaller
Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices

and present fairly the financial position of this authority,
Signed by Respensible Financlal Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Sl e ot~
| =

Date |

| canfirm that thess Accounting Statements were
approved by this authornity on this date:

12— S-2\

as recorded in minuie reference:

KL

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting wa approved
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